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Abstract
In 1960s, along with the rise of political and social movements against Pahlavi regime, Iranian neo-

traditionalists’ artistic movement (Saghakhaneh) was established which suggested a new perspective towards
national identity, inspired by the dominant discourses,and different from official policy. The present paper
focuses on how national identity is reflected in the artworks of Iranian neo-traditionalists. The researcher tries to
answer these questions: what are the discursive themes of national identity? How they are reflected in neo-
traditionalists’ artworks? The theoretical basis of this research is located on discursive structure of identity,
based on which the four influential and dominant discourses in formation of the national and religious identity in
Iran of the 1960s are analyzed. Methodologically, this research is combined with both documentary and library
and field resource, along with analytical data retrieved from getting painting and artworks (museums and
exhibitions) under scrutiny. The Iranian modernist artists during 1950s and 1960s, in search of an independent
artistic language and utterance, influenced by discourses of resistance and nationalism that were dominant in
this period, selected the artistic themes of their artworks out of national and religious (in relation with Day of
Ashura) symbols. Synthesis of these elements in the artworks of neo-traditionalist artists was compatible with
educated, dissatisfied intellectual groups in the society. Therefore, ideas like independence, martyrdom, the
myths and symbols of the national culture in contrast with the western symbols and cultural elements, portraying

national identity in the art of Iran.

Keywords:

Iranian contemporary painting, neo-traditionalists, Saghakhaneh, national identity
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